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Help Week II... The Legacy 


“ah. 


C.H. Mason 125th 
Birthday Celebration 


Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. spent the week of 
September 5-9 in and out of Mississippi. His sche- 
dule and a funeral made it impossible for him to 
fully participate in every phase of Help Week. Like 
Bishop Mason, Bishop Patterson must meet the 
demands of the Church at every front. He invited 
willing workers to come and volunteer their labor 
to create opportunities for future ministry. He ask- 
ed them to stay and be his special guest at the 125th 
birthday celebration of Bishop Mason. The entire 
group accepted the Bishop’s invitation and attend- 
ed the celebration. 


Bishop Charles Harrison Mason 
= 


Along with Bishop Patterson was the first 
presiding assistant, Bishop L. H. Ford. During the 
week they shared with the saints and their wise 
counsel and humorous conversations generated 
must fellowship. Morning, noon and evening they 


were with the workers and enjoyed Help Week 
likewise to it fullest. 


Friday night, September 9, 1988 the workers laid 
down the hammers, saws and paint. They and an 
estimated crowd of nearly three thousand gathered 
to witness the 125th celebration. Among the 
celebrants were bishops, general board members 
and saints from around the country. Down in the 
very front rows were seated the Help Week 
volunteers. They had earned seats of honor. 
Jackson was in the spotlight of a national Church 
event. The adjoining states combined to give 
substantial support. The planning committee label- 
ed the supporting states as heritage states. These 
states served as hosts, contributed a great deal of 
energy and finance to make the evening a success. 
Hats go off to the thirteen heritages jurisdictional 
prelates. Bishop Theo. Davis, Bishop T. T. Scott, 
Bishop D. L. Lindsey, Bishop H. J. Bell, Bishop R. 
L. H. Winbush, Bishop J. A. Thompson, Bishop 
Robert Nance, Bishop L. T. Walker, Bishop J. O. 
Patterson, Sr., Bishop G. E. Patterson, Bishop W. 
L. Porter, Bishop J. E. Gordon and Bishop H. E. 
Quillen. Of course Mississippi, Arkansas and Ten- 
nessee had a special place in the development of 
Bishop Mason, as the history of the Church details. 
All and all the Saints Center Board was instrumen- 
tal in putting the celebration together successfully 
and delighted those who traveled near and far to 
witness it. 

That evening was selected to present medallions 
and awards to the posterity of Bishop C. H. Mason. 
All Mason family members were honored because 
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Preserving the Legacy in Lexington, Mississip- 
pi was advanced further during September 5-9, 
1988. The saints gathered in Lexington, Mississipi 
to provide free labor to renovate the buildings on the 
old saints academy site. That beautiful 305 acres 
of lands has several buildings in various need of 
repair. Help Week II was designed to accomplish 
an upgrading of the property and move closer to the 
day when the Saints Retreat and Conference Center 
will open. For these reasons seventy-four men and 
women heeded the call of our presiding bishop and 
traveled to Lexington for a week of work. 


During the week both men and women com- 
muted daily from Jackson, Mississippi to work and 
celebrate the Church’s heritage. For many it was 
their second time participating in Help Week: They 
reflected that work unfinished is of no real conse- 
quence, so they returned to complete the job. All 
and all the Lord provided bright sunny weather and 
the Church provided free room and board. The 
workers came from around the country by car, 
plane, truck and bus. They brought tools, skills and 
eager hearts. They exemplified the essence of 
pioneering and industry. 

Help Week II was designed to renovate land and 
buildings which were once the focal point of the 
church’s educational ministry. The workers were 
aware of that and considered their time a direct con- 
tribution to the ministry of the church. 


Working On The Buildings 


FAITH HALL 


Faith Hall is a noble building that has weathered 
many storms. The work crew repaired its walk ways 
and the broken-down concrete stairs. Elder George 
Forte, retired general contractor and pastor from 
Clarksville, Tennessee was acting supervisor. He 
was assisting the concrete finishers and provided 
The Whole Truth with a description of the work. 
The crew was almost finished but had spent near- 
ly two days digging, grading, pouring concrete and 
finishing the job to journeymen specifications. The 
crew consisted of Elder E. Chester of Indiana -1, 
Elder George Custard, Kansas, Elder Rickey Stit- 
tiams Headquarters, Bishop Nathaniel Jones, Jr., 
California, Dr. Samuel Nesbitt, Florida, Elder J. E. 
Lewis, Headquarters, Bishop L. T. Weaver of 
Florida and Nassau and Elder J. C. Owens. The 
crew laid nearly four yards of concrete and finish- 
ed a professional job. 


Adjacent to the concrete workers were men busi- 
ly painting Faith Hall. Elder Alvin Horton and 
Superintendent R. L. Williams were finishing the 
rear of the building. They and others scraped, 
patched and painted the building into a new ap- 
pearance. Faith Hall now has a new glory and more 
work is needed but things are looking up. 


GAMBLE-RICE HALL 


This building was receiving a major overhaul by 
the carpenter’s crew. Several men were busy saw- 
ing wood, driving nails and securing the building’s 
roof. With concise measurements and skilled hands 
they placed each board into position. They repaired 
doors, windows and ceilings. A team of bricklayers 
emerged from the groups and built a brick wall for 
the shower. Elder Roosevelt Greenwood of Canton, 
Mississippi, Superintendent R. L. Barnes of Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, Elder E. L. Washington, of 
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- Bishop’ S Letter | 
September 1 i 1988 


Dear: en 


Jesus. 


_ The work of ihe Lord as “ ae to the 
Presiding Bishop’ s Benefit Dinner has beena 
blessing to numerous young people throughout oF 
the Church of God in Christ. Proceeds from this _ 
dinner are a major source of funding for the 
scholarships awarded by the Charles Harrison 
Mason Foundation. An overwhelming number of 
the Lord’s people have committed themselves to _ 
supporting this occasion over the past nineteen 
_ years. I would hope that you and yours would join 
the other saints who have made the investment _ 
in education and our on by attending this 


_ atfair. 


Greetings i in nthe B precious name of 0 our ‘Lord _ 


This year I have chosen to honor al Pastor ae - 


- ° Wives in ne church Of God In Christ at fhe 
Presiding Bishop’ s Benefit Dinner. Special recogni- 


__ tion will be given to Pastor’s Wives at the dinner as 
- well as a special version of the President’s Award. 


All pastors ¢ are asked to submit their wife’s name 


te my office by October 1, 1988 with your reserva- 
“cons. 


a The dinner will be fea 


Saturday, November 12, 1988 
A o'clock p.m. at the © 
Memphis Convention Center 
(Concourse Hall) 
Main and Poplar Streets 
_ Memphis, Tennessee 
‘(The attire for the dinner i is formal or semi-formal) 


_ Tencourage you to make your reservations early. 


_ Bishop J. 0. Patterson 


Presiding Bishop 
Church Of God 
In Christ | 


_ The donation for each ticket is $125.00 (per per- 


son). You may secure your reservation now by 
sending a $50.00 deposit (per person) or full pay- 
ment of $125.00 (per person). Please fill out the 
form on the second page for your reservations. 

_Iam prayerfully looking forward to this event 
as a time of fellowship with the saints. 


Editorial 


By Dr. David Hall 


The Whole Truth has never endorsed any can- 
didate for office in the Church. Truly our task of 
reporting the news of the Church, her ministerial 
accomplishments and other worthy activities has 
been the paper’s stock and trade. The Whole Truth 
must provide simply what the name implies; truth 
and all the truth. This is the critical hope of every 
Christian, to know the whole truth. What I am 
about to do is breaking away from an established 
but not prescribed tradition. In a way I’m going to 
point directly to the truth and expand the apprecia- 
tion of the public for one who deserves total 
support. 

I have but one proclamation to make in this 
editorial and that being an official endorsement of 
our presiding bishop, Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. for 
four more years. This I do and maintain the faith 
that God and Church has entrusted to me. Certain- 
ly, as the pendulum of time has regulated life from 
1968 to present, so has Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. 
been a dutiful responsible administrator of our 
Church organization. It has not been easy. He has 
taken us from the years of turmoil and fear down 
a road of organizational maturity and peace. He has 
been a model of control and prayerful leadership 
when others raised questions; legitimate or other- 
wise. Again I say, things have not been easy. He has 
defined what the office of presiding bishop is and 
fits that model perfectly. With compassionate and 
genuine forthrightness he has moved this church 
toward the coming century. 


Throughout his presiding, our Church has 
broadened its spectrum, yet has remained the 
provisional Church of Jesus Christ. Our hope is for 
Jesus’ return but in the meantime we are encourag- 
ed to live holy and dedicated lives. The focus of our 
faith is on the glorious mission Christ left with the 
Church, “Go ye to the World.” No one individual 
eae this any better than Bishop J. O. Patterson, 

r. 


This summer I traveled with the man. He ex- 
pended his energy daily in support of the 
brotherhood. I’ve witnessed his uncanny ability to 
be gracious during pressing situations; great and 
small. To the questions and comments he rendered 
honest and insightful replies. Inspite of the various 
complexities within jurisdictions or national Church 
agendas he has always made certain that justice 
was given, and that with sweet mercy. 


Remember in June, 1985, he lost his wife of over 
50 years. This was a time that gripped the entire 
Church. Pain and suffering were commonplace as 
thousands mourned through eyes of dismay and 
tears. Yet, he stood tall and as a leader. He 
shouldered the burdens of his family and friends 
while carrying the burdens of the organization. 
Earlier in that year he directed missions to respond 
in behalf of the starving millions in Ethiopia and our 
Church demonstrated brotherly love to people 
whose government openly banded pentecostals. As 
a result positive seeds have been planted. Hopefully, 
Ethiopia will one day be COGIC country. The 
Church left $20,000.00 in Louisiana for emergen- 
cy funds to aid saints whose lives were victimized 
by high flood waters. In Virginia and West Virginia 
a total of $15,000.00 was used to ease the despair 
caused by natural disasters. Bishop is a great 
humanitarian. 


In an effort to preserve our heritage and promote 
the Church, he instituted a series of Help Week 
renovation activities. He has witnessed the legacy 
our fathers and mothers left and his effort substan- 
tiates their meaningful contributions. By ending the 
evidence of disrepair in Lexington, Mississippi he 
again demonstrated the future of the Church is 
bound with the past. In 1986 he hired Coopers and 
Lybrand to conduct a thorough investigation into 
the financial and management needs of the Church. 
This study proved to be a major step into our future 
development. That study covered all departments, 
appropriate financial reporting, all systems, expen- 
diture controls, budgets, internal functions and 
various accounting procedures. As a result the 
Church has a functioning accouting office, staffed 
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with qualified personnel. 


Locally in 1987 he denounced parimutuel wager- 
ing. He made his stand on ethical and traditional 
COGIC beliefs. His stands reflected what true 
holiness in our profane world is. This standard and 
position of authority has been observed by other 
giants of pentecost. Bishop Patterson leads the 
world’s black pentecostals in a fellowship. Those 
various denominational leaders recognized him as 
a symbol of leadership. He has embraced them ever 
so lovingly, and these people established dialogue 
and fellowship. This group, the World Fellowship 
of Black Pentecostal Churches is now poised to 
make a major mark in religious life. 


Someone might say another men could be elected 
to lead the Church. This with all verisimilitude is 
a proper statement. However, I believe in God or- 
dained leadership and that is for life or until God 
removes the chosen one. 


As editor of the Whole Truth, the Church’s of- 
ficial organ and keeper of faithful communications, 
I do endorse Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. for the of- 
fice of presiding bishop; not because he needs it, 
simply because it is a statement of appreciation and 
the truth. I furthermore, encourage every voting 
delegate from New York to California, Minnesota 
to Texas to exercise their privilege and vote for the 
candidates of their choice. 


C. H. Mason (continued from page 3) 
settles it: “Be ye Holy, for I am Holy!” 


Some said Mason was mistaken, but if he was 
mistaken, so are we. If he was misguided, so are we! 
If he has deluded and deceived, so are we. If he was 
ignorant of Scripture, so are we. But we wonder 
how could we be so wrong? How could we be so 
mistaken and misguided? How could we be so ig- 
norant of Scripture. It seems clear to me and 
perhaps it’s clear to you: “‘Follow peace with all 
men, and Holiness without which no man shall see 
the Lord.’ 


Election Field Set. 


Holy Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. The Office of the General Secretary feels 
signally honored to provide the Executive Leader- 
ship and the entire constituency of the greatest 
church in the world, the Church Of God In Christ, 
worldwide, with a succinct update of information 
on the forthcoming General Election as it relates to 
candidates for the several general offices. A partial 
report was previously submitted in the May issue 
of The Whole Truth paper, our official organ, in- 
dicating candidates nominated during the April, 
1988 General Assembly. However, provision was 
made for persons not nominated in April but 
wishing to qualify as candidates by submitting to 
the Office of General Secretary a petition contain- 
ing one hundred signatures of pastors and/or or- 
dained elders with not more than twenty-five from 
their jurisdiction by July 31, 1988. As of the writing 
of this article, the Office of the General Secretary 
is now in position and is submitting herewith a com- 
plete listing of all candidates nominated for the 
various national offices whether during the April 
Session of the General Assembly or qualified by 
petition submitted to our office. All candidates are 
listed below by categories: 


GENERAL BOARD 


(INCUMBENTS) 
Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. 
Bishop L. H. Ford 
Bishop J. D. Husband 
Bishop Jacob Cohen 
Bishop C. L. Anderson 
Bishop C. D. Owens 
Bishop LeRoy Anderson 
Bishop O. T. Jones, Jr. 
Bishop P. A. Brooks 
Bishop J. Neaul Haynes 
Bishop Samuel Green 


New Nominations: 
Bishop L. T. Blackshear 
Bishop C. E. Blake 
Bishop R. L. Chapman 
Bishop N. H. Henderson 
Bishop C. D. Kinsey 
Bishop George McKinney 
Bishop W. L. Porter 
Bishop T. L. Westbrooks 

Bishop L. E. Willis © 
Bishop Roy L. H. Winbush 


GENERAL SECRETARY 


(INCUMBENT) 
Bishop G. R. Ross 


New Nominations 
Elder J. D. Ellis 
Elder W. D. Haynes 
Elder Charles Quillen 
Bishop Herbert William 
*Inadvertently omitted from Nominating Committee 
Report—per Chairman Rimson 


15th Pentecostal 
World Conference 


Program Plans Announced For 
15th Pentecostal World Conference 


SPRINGFIELD, MO.—Plans are nearly finaliz- 
ed for the 15th Pentecostal World Conference which 
will convene in Singapore September 27-October 1, 
1989, according the Dr. Thos. F. Zimmerman, 
chairman of the PWC Advisory Committee. 


Headquarters hotels for the meeting will be the 
Westin Stamford and Westin Plaza. Day sessions 
will convene in the convention center of these 
hotels. All evening rallies will be held in the Na- 
tional Stadium which will accommodate 65,000. 


Pre-conference activities include an Editor/ 
Writers Seminar sponsored by the International 
Pentecostal Press Association. This will be held 
September 27 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the conven- 
tion center. That same day, there will be a Pente- 
costal Missionary Leadership Forum 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
also in the convention center. 


Theme for the conference will be ‘‘Behold the 
Glory of the Lord.” The keynote rally at 7:30 p.m. 
(September 27) will address the theme. 


If you would like to travel with Bishop Moody to 
the Pentecostal World Conference. You may contact 
him thru the Department of Missions, P.O. Box 491, 
Memphis, Tennessee 38101, —(901) 578- 3816. 


FINANCIAL SECRETARY 


(INCUMBENT) 
Dr. S. Y. Burnett 


TREASURER 


(INCUMBENT) 
Bishop Theo Davis 


New Nominations 
Elder DeWitt Hill** 


TRUSTEE BOARD 
(INCUMBENTS) 
Elder C. E. Anderson 
Mother Victoria Barnes 
Mr. A. B. Baxter 
Elder Wilbert Daniels 
Mother S. C. Dinwiddie 
Elder C. P. Jones 
Bishop Rodger L. Jones 
Elder Robert Jones 
Mr. Walter Jones 
Elder Elton L. Lawrence 
Elder Warren Miller 
Bishop T. C. Perry 
Elder C. S. Tucker 
Elder Marcus Butler 
Elder W. T. Cahoon 
Bishop S. L. Lowe 
Bishop N. Wells, Jr. 


(New Nominations) 
Elder Benjamin Collins*** 
Elder E. Goodwin 
Elder Dwight Green*** 
Elder Cleophas Hall, Jr. ** 
Elder T. Hammond 
Elder W. G. Harding 
Elder C. Howard 
Mrs. Mildred Linzy** 
Elder Shepherd Little 
Elder Phillip Porter 
Elder Chester Seals 
Elder James Slaughter 
Elder Frank Smith 
Elder J. Swan 
Elder Dwight Walls*** 
Elder J. Wright 
**Qualified by Petition of 100 Signatures 
***Tnadvertently omitted from original report 


The foregoing list comprises the entire roster of 
persons offering their candidacy for the several 
general offices for the forthcoming quadrennial 
election, November, 1988. 

The Office of the General Secretary, as the offi- 
cial custodian of records and source of information 
for the various departments, units, circles and all 
facets of the Church is obliged to render whatever 
assistance and supply whatever information desired 
by its adherents. Please feel free to call upon us. 

God’s choice benefictions and blessings be with 
you until we meet in the Eighty-First Holy Convoca- 
tion of our grand church. 

Bishop G. R. Ross, General Secretary 


: 1988 COGIC 
HOUR OF HISTORY 
2nd Annual Event 


Friday, Nov. 11, 1988, 3:00 P.M. 
Historical Theme: 
PIONEER COGIC SINGERS 
Presenters: 
Dr./Elder James Boyer 
Sister Kitty Parham 
Mother Anna Bell Crockett Ford 
eee 
: ‘Saturday, Nov. 12, 1988, 11:00 A.M. 
Historical Theme: 
BISHOP Cc. H. MASON 
Presenter: 
Mother Lela Mason Byas 
(A first person account by our founder’s daughter) 
HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
: DOWNTOWN HEADQUARTERS 


a Don’t Miss It!! 
_ Last year was a resounding success!!! 
Sister W. J. Hughey, Museum Activities Coordinator 


C.H. Mason 
125th Celebration 


STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
Dr. Donald Wheelock 


A few days ago, I stood on the steps of the sanc- 
tuary of a church located just a few blocks from 
where we sit tonight. It is known as the Mount 
Helm Baptist Church, and it uses as its motto “‘A 
warm hearted church with a Christ-centered 
message.’ As I stood there I felt a real sense of awe 
and historical curiosity as I read the metal placard 
conspicuously mounted on the front yard of the 
sanctuary. The placard rightly proclaims that the 
Mount Helm Church is distinguished by the fact 
that it is the oldest black religious organizaiton in 
this city of Jackson, Mississippi. 

But I was not intrigued by the sheer age of the 
church. What captured my imagination was the fact 
that it was this church that in 1895 unanimously 
called and selected as its pastor a 29 year old Arkan- 
sas native by the name of Charles Harrison Mason. 


Being called to the Mt. Helm church meant that 
young Mason presided at a sort of ‘“‘headquarters 
church” of a Baptist association that extended from 
Jackson to Byram, to Big Creek, Mt. Olive, and 
Charlton, and it was the first year of his pastorate 
and in the context of the Baptist Association that 
Mason met and became fast friends with Bro. C. P. 
Jones. Together they formed a clique that would 
soon cause problem in the Association. 

Perhaps Rev. Mason had neglected to inform the 
Mt. Helm Church that something had happened to 
him the year prior to his appointment, something 
that might cause him to be unsuitable as a pastor 
of a staunch Baptist church. Maybe he didn’t tell 
them that he had had the experience of sanctifica- 
tion. Perhaps he didn’t tell them, but it wasn’t long 
before they found out! The holiness preaching of 
Mason and his sympathizers soon provoked a storm 
of controversy in the Baptist Association and the 
local church. To make matters worse, Mason pub- 
lished a holiness periodical called “Truth” and also 
a booklet on I Corinthians 12 called “The work of 
the Holy Spirit in the Churches.” For Mason’s 
brethren in the clergy, this was too much to swallow, 
and soon some of his fellow Baptist clergy began 
to fight him at every opportunity. The local church 
came to an uproar and soon the church took pastor 
Mason to court. He won the lower court, but the 
Supreme court overturned the ruling on a tech- 
nicality. 

The choices for pastor Mason soon became very 
limited and very clear. He could either renounce 
holiness or leave Mt. Helm. I think most of you 
know what he did. The Baptist ministry was all that 
Mason know and he had no desire to depart from 
it, but in his own words: ‘“This persecution compell- 
ed us to build another sect, which was not our aim 
nor desire .. . .We, from the first, only wanted to ex- 
alt Jesus and put down man-made traditions.” Thus 
in 1897, on the sixth of June, a holiness convention 
was Called, and soon afterward, the Church Of God 
In Christ, a holiness denomination was born. 


It was during this year of divisive conflict that 
Bro. Mason first heard the derisive names and 
labels that would follow his converts for the next 90 
years. They called him a “‘holy roller’? and some 
concluded that he was deranged, deluded, and 
deceived. Others saw him as merely mistaken, 
misguided, and ignorant of the proper understand- 
ing of scripture. 

But this brings us to our purpose for coming to 
Jackson, Mississippi. We have come here to vin- 
dicate the name and reputation of’ a holiness 
preacher that was much abused and maligned in 
this city of Jackson. One hundred and twenty-five 
years after his birth, we have come to the city of the 
Mt. Helm controversy to announce and proclaim 
that no matter what you say, and how often you at- 
tempt to deny it, pastor Mason was not mistaken; 
holiness is God’s first and final choice. 

On occasion I have heard our Chief Apostle and 
Presiding Bishop Patterson say that it is somewhat 
inappropriate for us to employ the phraseology 
“‘God said it, I believe it, that settles it’’ He has 
reminded us that the rightness of a thing does not 
depend on whether you believe it or not. God said 
it, and no matter what your opinion is, that settles it! 

Thus we have come to say that though many 
doubt the validity and applicability of the Mason 
doctrine of holiness, it is not really a Mason doc- 
trine, it is God’s command. God said it, and that 


(continued on page 2) 


CANDIDATE PROFILE 


In response to the article printed in April 1988, The Whole Truth gladly presents profiles of the following 
candidates for various general offices. These candidates responded and complied with the guidelines printed 
in the April edition. Their profiles are for the general information of the voting delegation and in no way reflect 
or should be considered as an endorsement of anyone’s candidacy. Bisior 


Bishop P. A. Brooks 
Candidate: General Board 
Detroit, Michigan 
Prelate of Northeast 
Michigan Jurisdiction 
Married: Mrs. Doris Brooks, 
37 years, 2 children 
Biography and Ministry: 
| Local pastor 30 years—New 
St. Paul Tabernacle COGIC; 
Founder Tabernacle Christian 
Academy; Prelate 14 years in Northeast Michigan 
Jurisdiction, general board member 4 years; State 
wide television series: ‘‘March of Faith’, Audience 
of over 1 million people; purchased Jurisdictional 
Cathedral Center 1975, paid for 1979; Chief Adju- 
tant to the General Board and Presiding Bishop; 
Chairman, Board of Directors, C. H. Mason 
Scholarship Foundation; Board member, Saints 
Center; Co-Author of Understanding Bible Doctrine 
as Taught by the Church Of God In Christ. 


Education: 

Detroit College of Business 

Detroit Bible College 

University of Michigan 

Platform: 

1) Seeks to develop the local Church, pastor and 
widows pension and insurance programs. 2) Work 
to maintain current direction of financial account- 
ability at the national level of our organization. 3) 
Work to complete the national Church education 
and training systems. 4) Work to develop effective 
national Church outreach programs through latest 
means of television techniques. 


| Bishop Roy L. H. 
Winbush 
Candidate: General Board 
Lafayette, Louisiana 
_| Married: Mrs. Mae C. Win- 
bush, two daughters 
_ | Biography and Ministry: 
|| Prelate of Western Louisiana; 
| Pastor of two churches— 
Lafayette and Crowley; Pastor 
for more than 30 years; Presi- 
dent of Church Of God In Christ Publishing Board; 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of C. H. Mason 
Seminary; Member Board of Directors—Congress 
of National Black Churches; Successful business- 
man and member of Chambers of Commerce; 
Organizer of fully accredited Christian academy. 
Education: 
Crowley Louisiana High School 
Southern University 
Union Theological Seminary 
New Orlean Baptist Theological Seminary 
Platform: 
1) Developing a board based Christian education 
curriculum for the entire Church. 2) Involve the 
total Church in developing a wholistic approach to 
solving the social ills of our time. 3) Creating a 
standard retirement and pension program for all of 
our Church leaders and their families. 4) Continue 
to support the implementation a program of fiscal 
management and a accountability. 
Ea acTORa Te NS ME ea TOPE Ca SLE MATE ee meee eee ee) 
Newspaper’s Price Increased 
As of January 1, 1989, The Whole Truth news- 
paper will have a price increase. For years the paper 
has sold for only $2.00 per annual subscription. The 
expense of paper, labor, distribution, etc. have long 
since moved beyond the cost factors, for which the 
$2.00 subscription was designed to meet. 
Through this increase the customer shall receive 
a notably improved coverage, paper design and 
delivery service. This means a general upgrading 
of how our business is conducted. Improvements 
always cost but this increase is long overdue and is 


vital to the future of the paper. © 

_ Allsubscriptions must be renewed or completed 
and returned before or during the Holy Convoca- 
tion. If your subscription is not registered the paper 
will not be delivered. During the new year a totally 
different mailing file will be created. Only those 
subscribers who have paid the increased rate will 


receive papers. 


Bishop G. R. Ross 
Candidate: General Secretary 
‘| Oakland, California 


Widowed, three children 
*Incumbent 

Biography and Ministry: 
Three years naval service, 
honorable discharge; suc- 
cessful pastor for 33 years; 
church—Good Samaritan 
Cathedral; 22 years in key 
national position; 8 years secretary to presiding 
bishop; 12 years General Secretary COGIC; author 
and co-author History and Formative Years, Church 
of God In Christ, Here I Am. 


Education: 

Golden State University, earned B.S. Business Ad- 
ministration; University of California, Masters, 
CPA; Lutheran Theological Seminary, Masters 
Platform: 

1) Enhanced computerized registration system. 2) 
Establishment of more direct communication and 
dissemination of national and pertinent information 
to all credential holders. 3) Provide training and 
guidance via seminars and classes for all jurisdic- 
tional secretaries. 4) As custodian of the church’s 
archives, provide accurate records of all transac- 
tions, minutes, official directories of credential 
holders and church rosters. 


| Dr. Benjamin P. 

| Collins, III 

_| Candidate: National Trustee 
| Board, Atlanta, Georgia 
Married: Mrs. Virginia D. Col- 
lins (20 years) 

Biography and Ministry: 
Pastor and founder of the 
Word of Praise Church Of 
God In Christ; District Super- 
intendent, Jurisdictional 
Secretary, Administrative Assistant to the Bishop, 
20 years of experience and training in finance and 
corporate budgeting; Experience in budget man- 
agement—in excess of 2 million dollars; Financial 
planning and supervision of 20 or more employees. 
Education: 

Paine College 

International Theological Seminary Gemison Bible 
College 

Platform: 

1) Seek to help develop a financial reporting system 
for all finances under the jurisdiction of the trustees. 
2) Provide accountable leadership for the protection 
of Church properties, etc. 3) I will seek to scrutinize 
the budgetary needs of the church and yet be fair 
to all request. 


Travel, Travel, Travel 


Special Announcement 
For airline reservations to the 
Holy Convocation and to receive 
your special discount 
call 1-800-342-1052 
and ask for File 31371. 


DO IT NOW! 


_ Bishop W. L. Porter 


Prelate: Central Tennessee 
Jurisdiction 

Memphis, Tennessee 
Candidate: General Board 
Married: Mrs. Ida M. Porter, 
four children 

Biography and Ministry: 
Nearly forty years of minis- 
terial experience: Pastor of 
Greater Community Temple 
COGIC; Director of Housing; National Church 
Superintendent of Properties; National Church 
Coordinator of the Holy Convocation; Chief Publici- 
ty Officer of the Holy Convocation; known as 
“Good Shepherd of North Memphis; established 
numerous jurisdictional models for Church 
extension. 

Education/Awards/Honors: 

Given over 100 awards from city, state and national 
organizations. Masters degree from Universal Bible 
College. Honorary Doctorate from International 
Bible Institute. 

Platform: 

1) Develop ministers’ retirement program. 2) 
Design national Church extension program. 3) Con- 
tinue efforts in behalf of Church for more and bet- 
ter housing during the Holy Convocation. 4) Safe- 
guard the old traditions of holiness, Bible based 
beliefs and the heritage of our great Church. 


Vision for the Future 


Mainstreaming in the 
Church Of God In Christ 


Itis now high time to make a critical assessment of 
the late Bishop Charles Harrison Mason, the begin- 
nings of the Church Of God In Christ and its develop- 
ment throughout the 1960’s in order to plan for the 
remaining 1980's and beyond. Unless we look honestly 
at our past, it 1s unitkely that we shall know what to 
do tn the present to train the future leadership of our 
Church. It ts interesting to note some implications 
about Bishop Mason’s reason for withdrawal from 
Arkansas Baptist College. He left the College because 
he disagreed with some specific teachings that were 
prevalent during the time. But some people have 
wrongly interpreted his reason by saying, “Bishop 
Mason thought college training programs should not 
mix with church development, since the Holy Ghost 
was his guide.’’ However, some people were not aware 
of this event. 


By Robert Robinson 


Are Pentecostal Beliefs in Opposition to 
Education? This question is linked to an assump- 
tion concerning the late Bishop C. H. Mason, who 
was the founder of the Church Of God In Christ, as 
well as known to be, one of the Fathers of Pentecost. 
Adopting a basic premise of belief—behavior 
research which states that a group’s cognitive 
assumptions “‘are inextricably bound to observable 
behavior patterns’’, this article examines the 
assumption concerning Bishop Mason’s reason for 
withdrawal from an educational institution, and 
also, looks at the life patterns of those people who 
make this assumption in the COGIC setting. 


So viewed, many of the answers which we regard 
as most significant to our experiences come to us 
as an inheritance from the past. This is especially 
true in the Church Of God In Christ. We are a 
people of deep streams of early historic tradition, 
likely a mighty river draining many hills and valleys, 
containing muddy trends as well as clear waters. 
Our task if therefore twofold: to promote the flow 
of the stream and to enhance the purity of waters. 

The setting is the Administration of Bishop J. O. 
Patterson, who is the presiding bishop; one who has 
submitted plans, as well as others, whereby the 
Church Of God In Christ will become a more prin- 
cipal vein in the religious circulatory system. The 
on-going plans of any church to be a principal vein 
in the religious circulatory system, is what I call 
mainstreaming, and of course, this is a vision for the 
Church Of God In Christ. 

While giving attention to the church’s stance in 
the global religious system, we must remember the 
importance of giving attention to the internal 
system, made up of individual ideas and concepts. 


(To be continued in October issue) 


Ohio “Spiritual Explosion” 


We bring you greetings in the name of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ from Meredith Temple 
Church Of God In Christ in Columbus, Ohio where 

a “spiritual explosion’’ is going on. 


Truly the Lord is blessing us in a great way under 
the leadership of Elder Hezekiah Meredith. Pro- 
verbs 29:18 says, “where there is no vision the peo- 
ple perish... ”’ Our pastor certainly has a vision 
and his main priority is winning souls for Christ. He 
is not a man who just sits but he’s one that whatever 
his hands can find to do, we as members can con- 
sider it done! The Lord has so blessed that in the 
last 1-1/2 years there has been a major renovation 
in our church building and surrounding areas. So 
often, we sing the song, ‘‘Brighten the Corner 
Where You Are,’ and God has blessed us to literal- 
ly do it! 

He first blessed us to purchase the corner proper- 
ty across the street, where an old building once 
stood. Today, it is a paved parking area, well lighted, 
and it is a light to the neighborhood! Then the Lord 
laid it on our pastor’s heart to brighten our corner 
and expand! Today, if you have not been in our area 
for awhile, you will note that the Lord blessed us 
with a beautiful edifice. 


There is a special place in our church for 
everyone! The different church auxiliaries are alive 
and working. Our pastor not only loves the senior 
citizens, but the young people as well. Provisions 
were made for our senior citizens to each received 
a monthly stipend through the church. There is 
something for everyone! 

Our pastor coordinated a program for our youth 
which is called ‘“Y-Ieens.’”’ Every Sunday night the 
Y’ Teens are in charge and the youth are on fire for 
God. The program has been so successful, it has 
caught the attention of other churches and they 
have instituted similar programs at their home 
churches throughout the state. The ‘‘Bible Socie- 
ty”’ was recently instituted, this program issues out 
new Bibles to our new saints so they can study the 
Word of God with the proper study guides. 


As our pastor looked around the community, he 
saw a need—there were hungry drunks, drug ad- 
dicts, prostitutes, and people in general who didn’t 
have food and clothes. He was touched to institute 
a program to feed and clothe those in need. We pro- 
vide this through our annual free dinner and 
clothing give-a-way. The senior citizens who are in 
the neighborhood nursing home facilities have 


788 Indiana Street 
Daytona Beach, Florida 
August 26, 1988 


Dear Elder Hall, 


Grace and peace be unto you and your family, and 
my extended Church family. Please allow me to 
share this testimony of joy and grief. 


On April 10, 1988, my twelve year old son was 
playing at his grandmother’s Sunday evening, one 
week after Easter. Having attended Sunday School 
and morning service; he was one of a trio with his 
brothers on a Saturday night program the night 
before. While standing outside of grandmother’s 
garage door, a 38 calliber bullet made its exit 
through the closed door and struck my son in the 
center of his chest. I was at home a few houses away 
when my other two sons brought the news. 

I found my eighteen year old son, who acciden- 
tally discharged the gun, cradling the twelve year 
old; they were praying and asking God’s mercy. I 
also asked God to have mercy. Randel, the twelve 
year old asked God’s forgivingness for all his sins 
and continued praying while I waited for the EVAC. 

Later at the hospital we were given a false report, 
and rejoiced thinking the bullet had only lodged in 
his left shoulder. An hour or so later while my son 
lay in emergency fully conscious the surgeon call- 
ed for immediate surgery because of an irregular 
heartbeat. Before surgery the doctor felt it was 
necessary to let me know he didn’t understand why 
my son wasn’t dead. After his surgery, which seem- 
ed to go on for hours, the surgeons had good news. 
Even though the bullet had struck Randel’s cor- 
onary artery, wounded his heart, and collasped his 
left lung; a God made cork had stopped the blood 
from flowing out of his heart. By means of a blood 
clot God saved his life; the clot was still there when 
the doctors opened his chest. Randel is fine now. He 
was in intensive care 4 1/2 days, 2 days in pediatrics 
and has been home ever since. He celebrated his 
13th birthday, August 17, and is under no doctor’s 
care. Randel is a living testimony of God’s mir- 
aculous power. | 

Now, four months later, on August 4, 1988, my 
son Eric Smart, the eighteen year old, walked with 
me from my mother’s residence to our home with 
a television she had given me. I’d heard a preacher 
on a loud speaker having a street meeting, and ask- 
ed Eric if he knew where this preacher was, he did 
not. I decided to go and find the preacher after we 
put the television in. He connected the television to 
the cable for me, and then proceeded to decorate 
things like he thought they should be. He placed 
Randel’s 1988 Outstanding Musicianship Trophy 
atop the cable box, picked it up, read it again, then 
put it back. As he was leaving he stopped to play 
with his 9 year old brother then left. I followed him 
out the door, got on a bike and went to find the 
preacher, having found him a couple of blocks away, 
I listened to him say the Lord had sent him to 
Daytona that day. Not longer afterward I rode back 
home. Later that night while my children (six) and 


I enjoyed and laughed at a television program, a 
knock on the door changed our lives forever. ‘‘Your 
Eric is dead, somebody shot him in the head,’ she 
said. When I left home to go only about three 
minutes away to where my son lay, shot directly in 
the head with a 12 gauge shotgun, I heard the 
preacher still preaching. The Lord has since given 
me Romans 8:24-25. Did Eric hear the words of the 
preacher as he walked back towards home? Did the 
Spirit prick his heart to repent of his sins? My hope 
is that he did, before death met him one block away 
from the preacher, the Spirit interceded and he ask- 
ed the Lord just as Randel had that day, to forgive 
him for all his sins. God has given me this hope and 
I will patiently wait, to understand it better by and 
by. Now I know in part, but then shall I know even 
as I am known, pray for us. 

Yours in Christ, 

Missy. Deborah Lewis Wilkins 

Madison Heights COGIC 

Eld. Max Hawkins, Pastor 

Bishop Jacob Cohen Juris. Bishop 


EDITOR ANSWERS BACK 


Dear Missionary Wilkins, 


Holy greetings in the name of Jesus. It is literal- 
ly a bitter-sweet irony that one should encounter 
such extreme tragedy in so short space of time. The 
urban conditions under which we live today are 
often monstrous, puzzling and grossly unfair. Still, 
God has uniquely prepared his people to live in days 
like these. 

Certainly the critical and fatal wounding of two 
of your sons is unusual and only God knows the why 
of it. Please reconcile yourself through the 
knowledge that you will understand these in- 
conceivable turns of events one day. I dare say 
before you meet God in glory, the Lord who sent his 
comforting spirit shall remove trouble from your 
mind. That day will bring you total peace and ac- 
ceptance of God’s will; even those circumstances 
which others fail to accept will not bother you. 


I printed your letter because you are strong Mis- 
sionary Wilkins. You were able to express your sad- 
dest hours. This will help someone not as strong as 
you. Moreover, the strong at times need tender care, 
and the prayers generated in your behalf through 
this response, will further sustain your mind. I hope 
the following scripture from Revelation will be 
another source of encouragement. 

And God shall wipe away all tears from thetr eyes; 
and there shall be not more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain; for the 
Former things are passed away. Revelation 21:4 

My sister, trust God and be ever confident the 
Lord will answer every question. Be careful and 
lead the rest of your children to God as these days 
are difficult at best. 


Dr. David Hall, Editor 


access to this program also. It’s a ‘“whosoever will 
let him come.” We have been taught through our 
pastor that we are put here to serve, and to be a light 
to the community. After meeting these needs, they 
can then be clothed and fed with the Word of God! 

We the members of Meredith Temple are bless- 
ed through our pastor’s liberality in giving of 
himself and his financial means. Our priority is 
souls! We do this through many different avenues. 
““(H)e that winneth souls is wise.’ Proverbs 11:30. 

At Meredith Temple we are not burdened with 
monetary worries. When our new members 
discover what each member gives on each Sunday, 
they are amazed at the amount, and they wonder 
how we do it with what we give. Our pastor believes 
in not robbing the people. We don’t believe in a lot 
of offerings and fund raisers. The Lord blessed us 
to have a pastor with a vision and a plan, God’s plan! 
We are blessed through God to have a full house on 
each Sunday and our Sunday School and Bible 
Band classes are faithfully attended. The Lord is 
saving and filling souls with the Holy Ghost, slay- 
ing in the spirit, backsliders are being reclaimed, 
and the sick and lame are being healed. We recently 
came out of a week’s consecration service where 
we fasted each day and come together nightly for 
scripture and prayer on th altar to be blessed. The 
Lord blessed in our next Sunday service that four 
souls made commitments to Christ. The Lord is 
great and worthy to be PRAISED! 


We are also blessed to have among us, our 
precious state mother of the Ohio North Jurisdic- 
tion -2, Mother Mary Ellen Meredith. She is an in- 
Spiration to all. We recently came out of our State 
Women’s Convention which convened here at 
Meredith Temple and truly it was the greatest 
women’s meeting Ohio has ever had! We are 
honored to have her as a member of our church. 


We are a young church and on fire for God. If 
you're visiting Columbus or its surrounding areas, 
it would be worth your while to stop in and see us 
and experience the spiritual explosion! We are the 
church in red where the people are fed, the Word 
of God! Remember, wear your shouting shoes and 
come looking to be filled! 


Elder Hezekiah Meredith, Pastor 
Sis. Teresa Tyus, Reporter 


Junior Ms. COGIC 
Pageant/Tea 


The first “JUNIOR MS. COGIC PAGEANT/ 
TEA” was held at the Emanuel Temple Church Of 
God In Christ. There were 15 lovely ladies, ages 
10-16, presented alongwith their handsome escorts. 
The theme of the pageant was “JUST SAY NO.’ 
Our most capable speakers for the occasion were: 
Mrs. Dorothy Smiley and Mr. James Fountain. 
They spoke with great motivation and enthusiasm 
to the constestants in dealing with the many prob- 
lems they encounter daily. The values of a Chris- 
tian life were profoundly stressed and instilled in 
their hearts and minds. 

Ms. Rachel Michelle Stanley, Emanuel Temple, 
was crowned ‘‘JUNIOR MS. COGIC ’88’’. She also 
received a beautiful trophy. Runner ups were: Ms. 
Catherine Ardis, Unity COGIC, and Ms. Kenyetta 
Hall, Emanuel Temple. All were given cash awards. 


The participants and their escorts were: Erica 
Jackson and Sean Agee; Pamela Sturdivant, Mikki 
Skanes and Gregory Stanley; Imani Hill and David 
Cross; Cathy Agee and Jermaine Nathan; Rachel 
M. Stanley, Kesha Williams and Michael Browder; 
Starla Williams, Erica Sturdivant and Richard 
Nelson; Genelle Caldwell and Lenore Kendricks; 
Catherine Ardis and Bernard Gray; Kenyetta Hall, 
Tiffany Johnson and Oscar Meadows; Lisa Zim- 
merman, Pamela June Melton and Archie Bates. 


After the pageant, everyone congregated to the 
prom-like decorated fellowship hall for the tea. Each 
table was beautifully decorated with goodies of all 
sorts. Mrs. Mary Snedecor was the chairperson of 
the tea. This entire affair was sponsored by the Bir- 
mingham District Music Department, Mrs. Margie 
Cross, president and Elder O. L. Meadows, District 
Superintendent. 


Reporter Kelly Shewaun Cross 


be 
Carpenters 
at work. 


(continued from page 1) 

Central Tennessee, Deacon Lawrence C. Jones, Sr. 
of Chicago, Illinois and Bro. Ezekiel Tyson were 
busy as bees. It was something to behold as old, rot- 
ten wood was striped from the building, they 
repaired with new boards and paint. Men so adroit 
could only do the best work and that is exactly what 
they did. 


KEEPING UP WITH THE JONESES 


Upon the roof of Faith Hall, Lawrence C. Jones, 
Jr. was sawing a board and supervising the repair 
of the roof. He informed The Whole Truth his son, 
Dwayne Jones was on the other side of the building 
hard at work. Dwayne was enjoying his first Help 
Week experience. This was the second Lawrence 
C. Jones encountered that day. Elder Jones re- 
flected the other Jones was Lawrence, Sr. and he 
was at Gamble Rice Hall. He suggested we not get 
them confused. He stated his father attends 
Rehoboth Church Of God In Christ and the pastor 
is Dr. J. A. Jones. The Junior Jones and his seven 
sons however attend the Evangelical Church Of God 
In Christ. He then informed the reporter that more 
Joneses would have made the trip but Lawrence 
Jones III recently got married and Rodney Jones 
had minor complications; however both attended 
the first Help Week. There was one other man on 
the roof and his name was not Jones. Elder Travis 
Refuge of New Orleans, Louisiana is a young man 
with a dream. He worked long, hard and well. He 
saw his efforts and support as an overall part of his 
personal dream. His endeavor is to be an outstand- 
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ing and humble servant of Christ. He hope to be 
pastor of a church which provides ministry on a 
large scale. 


BAILEY HOUSE 


There were many women making tangible con- 
tributions at Help Week. In the main lounge of 
Bailey Hall, three lovely ladies sat cutting fabric and 
sewing draperies. Their skill made the work appear 
easy. Yet, only diligence and much effort produced 
those lovely draperies. Mother Mary R. Williams 
(Mother Mary) of Warren, Ohio, Missionary 
Patricia Holcutt of Warren, Ohio and District Mis- 
sionary Clara Webster of Lima, Ohio were quietly 
doing their thing. 

Upstairs the clean-up crews were busy and those 
ladies declared war on dirt and trash. They to 
demonstrated dexterity and an quality of whole- 
some grace. State Supervisor Artaska King, on a 
chair and busily working turned and smiled. She, 
Mother Bertha Davis, Missionary Constance Wal- 
lace, Shepherdess Norma Scott and Sister Shirley 
Barnes all of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Sister Vera 
Ladner of New Orleans and Minister Henry Shields 
of Headquarters went from room to room cleaning 
up. Their efforts left a smell of soap and disin- 
fectant. 


These were just a few of the interesting people 
who shared unselfishly in Lexington, Mississippi. 
Their stories are only a part of the overall victory 
the Church received during September 5-9, 1988. 
The following list is the names of the saints who 
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made Help Week possible. Bro. Ben Allen, Sis. 
Oretha Arnold, Supt. P. L. Barnes, Sis. Shirley 
Barnes, Min. P. L. Beard, Eld. Mason R. Beverly, 
Eld. E. Chester, Dec. Howard Clay, Min. Donald 
Corder, Eld. G. Custard, Mo. Myrtle Davis, Mo. 
Bertha Davis, Eld. William Dean, Eld. Joe 
Deshazer, Eld. Leon Fisher, Eld. George Fort, Bro. 
Ed Gibson, Bishop M. A. Givens, Sis. Doris J. 
Givens, Mo. M. A. Givens, Bro. James Griffin, Sis. 
Patricia Hocutt, Eld. John Holly, Eld. Alvin Hor- 
ton, Bro. Frank Howard, Sis. Baracchias Irons, Eld. 
Randy Jackson, Sis. Florine Jefferson, Eld. Earnest 
Johnson, Sis. Florine Johnson, Eld. William John- 
son, Bro. Dwayne Jones, Bishop Nathaniel Jones, 
Jr., Eld. Lawerence C. Jones, Jr., Dec. Lawerence 
Jones, Supv. Artaska King, Sis. Vera Ladner, Mo. 
Nancy Lewis, Eld. J. E. Lewis, II, Dr. Vivian Davis 
Lofton, Bro. Stanley Mitchell, Sis. Margaret Mit- 
chell, Evang. Doris J. Mitchell, Supt. George Mur- 
ray, Eld. Hollis Musgrove, Bishop Robert Nance, 
Eld. Samuel P. Nesbitt, Sis. Geraldine O’Neal, Sis. 
Maxcine L. Owen, Eld. Odie Paige, Eld. Ronnie L. 
Paige, Dec, Joe Poindexter, Bro. Jimmy Reeves, Eld. 
Travis Refuge, Sis. Samaria Russell, Mo. A. N. 
Scott, Min. Henry Shields, Eld. Frank Smith, Eld. 
Rickey R. Stittiams, Bro. Richard D. Taylor, Sis. 
Ella Travis, Bro. Ezekiel Tyson, Eld. Jerry Walker, 
Eld. Virdell Wallace, Mo. Constance Wallace, Sis. 
Rose Ward, Eld. Earnest Washington, Eld. George 
Washington, Bishop L. T. Weaver, Sis. Clara 
Webster, Bro. Steve Wigley, Mo. Mary R. Williams, 
Mo. Millie S. Williams, Eld. R. L. Williams, Jr. 
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How to Handle a Hungry M 


When Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. asked for Help 
Week volunteers he was aware that hard work, long 
hours and hot weather makes people real hungry. 
The saints of the St. Paul Church Of God In Christ, 
located in Lexington, Mississippi had the answer for 
real hunger. Elder Dean and congregation respond- 
ed with a group of talented ladies who demon- 
strated great culinary skills. 


Those Help Week volunteers represented some 
of our best and St. Paul fed them the best breakfast, 
lunch and dinner possible. The sisters from St. Paul 
had help from other sources also. Many fine women 
came from around the country to put their hand in 
the pot. 


Special mention would be appropriate for these 
hard working and caring women. Each one 
deserves a merit badge of “‘Cuisine Delightful.’ 


On the honored list is: Geraldine Oneal, Ella 
Travis, Samoria Russell and Florine Jefferson, all 
of Lexington, Mississippi. From around the country 
came Maxcine L. Owens of Orange Park; Florida, 
Florence Johnson of Evanston, Illinois, Rose Ward 
of New York City, Doris J. Givens of Los Angeles, 
California and Doris J. Mitchell of Los Angeles. 


By the end of the week, the kitchen crew was 
equally tired. They worked well and provided an 
essential service for the Help Week effort. One 
thing for sure, no one lost weight because the cooks 
answered the question of how to handle a hungry 
man or woman. Simply answered: Feed them till 
they want no more! 


_ 


A Strange Testimony 


Mr. Charles Slim Lake accidentally shot and 
nearly fatally wounded a friend. This happened in 
November, 1976. The friend’s wound was initially 
thought to be fatal. The Lord told Mr. Lake 
everything would be alright. 

Naturally this did not make the victim’s family 
any happier. Mr. Lake said he stood upon that belief 
and his faith grew enough to declare that God was 
going to heal the young man totally. 


In 1988, his friend is yet alive, of sound mind and 
doing well. As Mr. Lake said, “God told me 
everything would be alright, even as the doctors 
were saying time was running out.” 


Mr. Lake is a member of the Baptist Church but 
said he wanted to share his story with the saints. 
The Whole Truth printed this testimony to the glory 
of God. 


Birthday Celebration... 


(continued from page 1) 


they shared in the legacy of the Church. Bishop 
Mason gave of himself untiringly for the Church 
and every one is aware the family feels the stress 
first. Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. did the honors and 
placed the beautiful green ribboned medallions 
around the neck of each family member. Each 
award was meaningful and touching. 

Afterward Dr. Mattie Clark had the Mississippi 
state mass choir sang in glorious fashion. A group 
of young people from Arkansas thrilled the saints 
with an instrumental selection. Bro. Dewayne Davis 
presented a shortened version of his award winning 
oratory. Sister Wilma Hughey spoke about the 
necessities to develop the cultural and heritage 
museum. Before Bishop Patterson preached Sister 
Sara Jordan Powell lifted the crowd with her power- 
ful voice. Certainly the saints and God were pleas- 
ed with the evening thus far. 


Finally the hour came when Bishop stood before 
the people and preached. This was no ordinary 
message. Bishop spoke in the old fashion style of 
Holy Ghost preachers. He used plenty of scriptures, 
praised the Lord and gave satan generally a bad 
time. 


The entire evening was splendid and the saints 
enjoyed the fellowship. Elder Larry Weems of 
Jackson was very proud and reflected. ‘‘It’s good 
to have this celebration in Jackson. It means the 
Church recognizes the contributions of this area. 
Here is where the Church was born and Mississippi 
is yet a leader, spiritually and financially.’ 

The 125th celebration made all the people in at- 
tendance realize there is something special about 
being a member of the Church Of God In Christ. 


. 


& 


Ushers S 


Faith Temple Church Of God In Christ, is a rather 
large church. Sunday after Sunday nearly 1500- 
2000 attend the worship. People come from miles 
around to be inspired by the pastor, Elder William 
H. Allen. Before the pastor receives them, the 
ushers meet each person at the door. Faith Temple 
is blessed with a great team of Ushers. 


I had rather be a door keeper in the house of God, 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. Psalms 
84:10 


The above scripture is the theme of the Faith 
Temple Church Of God In Christ Usher Board. This 
board is under the direction of Sister Grace Latham. 
As a president, she is the best and most capable 
usher in Chicago. 


Faith Temple is located at 7158 S. Peoria Street 
in Chicago, Illinois and was founded by the late 
Bishop H. W. Goldsberry. The Faith Temple Usher 
Board has the distinct reputation of being one of the 
most professional usher boards in the church. In ad- 
dition to serving at Faith Temple, the ushers board 
also serves every state meeting. Our sixth Jurisdic- 
tion in Illinois is presided over by Bishop W. H. Bon- 
ner. Our State Supervisor is Mother Nancy Lewis. 


tand Up 


Sister Latham is dedicated to her job as president 
of the usher board and is happy to serve. She readily 
points out that without the assistance of Sister 
Lessie Richmond, vice-president and Brother Col- 
umbus Cochran the 2nd vice-president, her job 
would be impossible. The Faith Temple Usher 
Board is twenty-five strong. The board is expert in 
the handling of the handicapped, greeting guests, 
seating preachers and attending to their comfort. 
We greet everyone with a smile and accord them 
great courtesy. 


The Faith Temple Church will continue a devel- 
oping and professional usher board. In training are 
several youth who actively participate on desig- 
nated Sundays each month. They too feel the pro- 
ud tradition of Faith Temple but seek to serve in all 
humility. 

In concluding, if you are ever in the Chicago area, 
stop by. See the greatest team of ushers in the 
church at work. We hope you will. Here’s hoping 
that ushers all over the nation are encouraged to 
continue the ministry David spoke so well of in 
Psalms 84:10. 

Faith Temple Church Reporter 
Elder William H. Allen, Pastor 
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Youth Ushers 
Board 


OBITUARY 


On August 12, 1988, in the twilight hours of the 
evening, Mother Alice Walker, State Supervisor of 
the Garden State Eccelesiastical Jurisdiction of the 
Church of God in Christ, was called home to be with 
the Lord. 

Mother Walker was ninety-two years old, and she 
served the Church Of God In Christ for more than 
sixty years as a faithful missionary, a teacher of the 
Word, an exhorter of sanctification, and a living ex- 
ample of one possessing the Gifts of The Spirit as 
outlined in First Corinthians, Chapter Twelve. 


Alice Walker was born in Millen, Georgia April 
14, 1896; received her education; came to saving 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and then moved to 
New Brunswick, New Jersey. There she joined 
Bethel Church Of God In Christ, pastored by the 
Late Elder Earl Williams, who was the National 
Secretary of the Church Of God In Christ. 


Having a clearly discernible zeal for all facets of 
Christian service, she was appointed in due time to 
the following positions at Bethel Church of God In 
Christ in New Brunswick: 


Sunday School Teacher 

Sunshine Bank President 

President of the Home & Foreign Missions 
Youth Director 

Hospitility Coordinator For Itinerant Workers 
Missionary To London, England 

From the time she began Christian service you 
could see a woman in the excellent tradition of 
Mother Lillian B. Coffee or Mother Lizzie Robin- 
son, the pioneers of the Women’s Department of 
this Grand Old Church of God In Christ. 

Mother Walker was a woman rich in Scriptures, 
deeply convicted in the doctrine, warm in conver- 
-Sation, enthusiastic in spirit, firmly centered in the 
Lord Jesus, grandmotherly in maturity, a great ex- 
positor on spiritual subjects, valiant for the faith 
once for all delivered unto the saints, and a strong 
leader in the Women’s Department. She was a 
woman after God’s own heart. 

Serving under.State Bishop James Wells, C._W. 
Johnson, Howard. Smith, Clarence Gilmore, and 
. C.D. Owens, she labored side. by side with State 

Mother Annie L, Bailey. - 


She did the work of a State Mother long before _ 


‘she was duly appointed to that position. When the 
appointment finally came the Women’s Depart- 
ment took on new vitality and she saw the ‘‘work”’ 
grow. She appointed new workers and developed 
new methods to keep the women on fire for God. 
She organized one of the most influential groups in 
the State known as “We Twelve’, and those ban- 
quets under her dynamic leadership brought new 
meaning to the word “‘banquet”’. 

In 1971 a testimonial at the Bethwood Restaurant 
in Paterson was sponsored by the Women’s Depart- 
ment in recognition of Mother Alice Walker. 

In 1976 an Honorary Doctorate Degree from 
Miller University was awarded to Mother Walker 
at Bethel Church Of God In Christ in New 
Brunswick. 

_ In'1979 the Alice Walker Humanitarian Award, 
which is given to outstanding women in church 
work, was established by the Women’s Department. 

In 1985 Mother Walker was the recipient of an 


award from the Newark City Council for outstand- 
ing civic leadership. 

Although she never severed her relationship with 
Bethel Church in New Brunswick where her 
youngest son, Elder William Bynes is the pastor, 
and where she served as Church Mother for 20 
years, Mother Walker chose to reside with her 
daughter, Dr. Allene Gilmore, Pastor of Gilmore 
Memorial Church in Paterson. She took a particular 
delight in nurturing enthusiastically both churches 
pastored by her own children. She had a strong love 
for each individual member of her entire family. 

Sustaining her loss are two sons, Samuel Bynes, 
Sr. of Somerset and Rev. William Bynes of New 
Brunswick; a daughter, the Rev. Dr. Allene Gilmore 
of Paterson; two sisters, Anna Kelsey of Brooklyn 
and Emily Graham of Trenton; 13 grandchildren; 
21 great grandchildren; and 34 great-great 
grandchildren. 

Mother Walker will be greatly missed. She has 
run her race, finished her course, heard from the 
lips of her Savior, ‘‘Well done,’ and has joined that 
great cloud of witnesses who seem to be cheering 
us On as we continue to run this race —‘Walk 
together, children and don’t you get weary, there’s 
a great camp meeting in the promised land. 
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RESERVATION FORM 
Bishop’s Benefit Dinner 


Please check the appropriate box: 
(J I will attend the presiding Bishop’s Benefit Dinner. 


Enclosed is a deposit of $ for persons. 
($50.00 per person) 


NAME OF PERSONS 


By ‘ur able to attend, however, enclosed is my con- 
. tribution of $ : a ie 
Signature 

Address _ 

City State ZIP 


Mail Presiding Bishop’s Benefit Dinner 
to: P. O. Box 320, Memphis, TN 38101 
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Pastor’s Wife Nomination Form 
For The President’s Award 


Full Name of 
Pastor’s Wife 


Address—Street 

City eC State 
Telephone 

Name of Church 

Name of Pastor 


Signature 
of Pastor 
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Church Of God In Christ Publishing House 


291 Hernando Street ¢ PO. Box 2017 
Memphis, Tennessee 38101 


Second Class 
Postage Paid 
at 
Memphis, TN 


CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
BOOKSTORE 


272 South Main Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 
(901) 525-7334 


Books and Supplies 
to Enhance your COGIC Ministry!!! 


Handbook for Dept. of Women $3.50 each 
sunshine Band!'Guide.. .. 4.2... a8 1.50 each 
SuNshinesBand: UOpiCs aus. seanne 1.00 each 
einitya@ laSsmOpiC jays ae eke 3.00 each 
ruritye Guides jsiousrh ekg hs ave mete acon 1.50 each 
RGtitya Buttons ie, aes eth al aes .00 each 
Deaconess Guidew. wc. o. wa ake e: 3.00 each 
Official Manual 10.00 each 
ee esyordemElyimnalany, ee ereLuse 7.95 each 
C. H. Mason Story Book for Children .2.25 each 
COGIC Bill Size Envelopes 

(for offerings) 10.95 per box 


Postage and Handling 


Order Amount Postage Amount 
$15.00 & under $3.50 
$15.01-$30.00 $4.50 
$30.01-$50.00 $5.50 
$50.00-$70.00 $7.50 


YOU CAN NOW ORDER MERCHANDISE 
ON MASTER CARD / 
VISA CREDIT CARD. 
(Please Note: $10.00 Minimum for VISA 
or Master Card Orders.) 


FILL OUT FORM BELOW AND RETURN 
WITH YOUR ORDER 

I want to order on my: 

(]MasterCard 

LIVISA 


My account number is 


- “My-card éxpires on i Month" Year 


My name is 
_ (Please type or print 


_ My address is 


Street 
Citys ee Stated ZIP 


Signature 
Card holder must write name. 


CREATIVE TEACHING AIDS 
Use this blank for Teaching Aids only!!" 


Mail to: 

Name 

Address 

Cityie ante a ea State: k& ZIP 


Qty. Class Price Total 


7.0 


7.0 
7.0 
7.0 


Adult $7:00 
No. of Aids Postage | Sub Total 
1-3 $3.00 Postage 
4-6 $4.00 Total 
7 or more $5.00 
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Check Quarter Ordering 
CiSpring (Summer LCIFall LWinter 


To insure having teaching aids on time. . . 
Winter Quarter — Order by October 15- 
Spring Quarter — Order by January 15 
Summer Quarter — Order by April 15 

Fall Quarter — Order by July ‘15 


